Chapter 17
In this chapter of the geology book, the author discusses the topic of deserts. In particular, the chapter highlights the geology of deserts, types of deserts, and erosion deserts. A Desert is described as a landscape or region that receives very little rainfall. The conditions in deserts make it hard for plants or animals to survive. Deserts cover up to 25% of the earth surface. Deserts experience a weather that is dependent on the hotness or coldness of the desert. Hot deserts have low latitudes, low elevation and far away from oceans. Cold deserts, on the other hand, have high latitudes, high elevations, and near cold air currents in oceans. The different types of deserts include: polar deserts such as Arctic desert, subtropical desert such as Sahara desert, coastal deserts like Namib Desert, rain shadow deserts such as Colorado Front Range, and Continental Interiors such as Mongolia. Wind erosion and water erosion occur in deserts. Wind erosion in deserts is also known as deflation. Wind erosion leaves material behind to form desert pavement. Water erosion also happens in deserts even though not so much rain is experienced in these regions. Rain drops make sediments move when they drop on the ground. Weathering is also important in forming deserts. Iron oxides present in some rocks in the desert weather forming some colors. Painted Desert assumes the color of the bedrock after weathering. Arizona has some of the types of these types of deserts.          
